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Welcome to another edition of the OakRidge Construction Company seasonal newsletter. Our goal is to provide you with helpful information as it pertains to your home and property. We feel that it is yet another way to
reach out to our building family so we can give you continued updates on trends, such as; seasonal maintenance,
new building code requirements, energy saving concepts and changes to building techniques. As we are sure
you know we take tremendous pride in our work and equally as important is our service after you move in.
The following information is an attempt to help bring awareness to some easy maintenance items which can
help prevent major problems to your investment. Also, we tried to briefly describe some other building techniques and energy efficient concepts which still may have value to you.
Take some time to review the information and of course if you have any questions you can always contact us
by email or phone; our contact information can be found at the bottom of the page. This newsletter will be made
available (seasonally) so we can keep you informed of important trends and new concepts through out the year.
We feel very fortunate to have served our community for the last thirty plus years and feel committed to provide
you with our continued support, after all you are the reason we stood the test of time and we appreciate your
business. Lastly, we would like to take the time to wish you a great summer and please keep us in mind for any
future re-modeling or new construction needs. We hope you find our newsletter useful.
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As a new building season approaches we are optimistic
that the worst is behind us. The last couple of years have
been difficult because of the housing market and all the
new codes and ordinances. As the housing market slowed
down we became more involved in renovations. It has
become something that we feel very comfortable with. The
new home market is starting to show signs of improving
and we will stay as active with the renovations as well as
new home construction. The best news is that HB 377,
which would have required sprinklers in new home’s has
been over turned. Their was a lot of resistance from the
Builders Associations, Insurance Companies and potential
home owners that sprinklers were being forced on us.
New codes and ordinances are always being suggested
which in some ways is proactive but some of the ideas are
a way of trying to slow or stop the process of building a
new home. Our doors are always open for any building or
renovations you have on your mind, or stop by to keep us
updated. Your time and thoughts are important to us.
The OakRidge Staff

Spring / Summer Checklist
The following listed items shall serve as a reminder for Spring/Summer maintenance;
q Check hose spigots for leaks.
q Check crawl space for standing water and high humidity levels.
q Clean all gutters and down spouts so it helps to divert water away from the home
q If you have foundation drains, check to make sure all ends are free from leaves and dirt.
q Check operation of any sump pumps and floats to ensure they are operating properly.
q When leaving home for extended period of time, keep air conditioning functioning to temper the space. If you
have hardwood floors, we recommend keeping your air conditioning set as close as possible to your comfort
level. This will help expansion and contraction of all your wood.
q Check wells, septic lids, and clean outs for damage caused by plowing or freezing
q Change your batteries in your smoke detectors
q If your home has heat cables for the roof, make sure switch and breakers are turned off.
q Clean all propane tank and oil tank inlets so that they are clean from debris and not damaged.
q Service your air conditioning systems to ensure properly charged and fully operational.
q Service the dehumidifiers for operation and drainage.
q Check crawl space walls and footing for any signs of cracking or water seepage.
q Check all decks and porch supports for settlement.
q Check house to deck connections for visible signs of rotting siding or structure.
q Check for any dead or damaged trees or branches that could fall on your home.
q Clean lint from dryer vents.
q

Clean leaves and cut back shrubs or landscaping against house.

Beauty Of Natural Wood In Your Home
An OakRidge home is built primarily from natural woods ranging from the framing and siding
materials to the interior trim work, cabinetry and wood flooring.
The natural woods we use have characteristics that
make every element both beautiful and unique. All
woods have their own personality and variations in
size, color, texture and grain patterns are an inherent
part of this natural material.
Natural wood variations often include distinctive
grain patterns or unusual shadings in color. These
reflect the life history of the tree and contribute to the
unique look of your trim, cabinetry and hardwood
floors.
As with other natural materials, your trim, cabinetry
and hardwood floors will be affected by environmental factors such as temperature fluctuation,
changes in season, natural and artificial light. Summers can be humid causing wood to swell and in
the winter months when heating systems are used, wood will shrink. It is common for joints in your
trim and wood flooring to slightly open during winter and close up again during the summer. The
natural materials need to find their home, per say, as your home settles and ages in its surroundings.
You can also expect to see the color gradually change and yellow over time as a result of natural and
artificial lighting. Therefore, we strongly suggest keeping your heat/air conditioning as close to the
temperature you would normally keep if you lived in the home year round. This will help to prevent
expansion and contraction of some of the wood.

Green Remodeling with OakRidge Construction
Buildings for the 21st Century are more energy efficient, comfortable and affordable to operate. This is our goal
for all new homes here at OakRidge. For more then 30 years, OakRidge has been building custom homes for the
growing demand to live in the Pocono Mountains. Many homes
that were built after the oil embargo of the early seventies and
prior to 1985, were commonly built with industry methods and
procedures that reflected the time when energy efficient minded
home owners and builders were not commonly practiced. As
we move forward with continued economic and environmental
challenges, we at OakRidge believe it is our duty to construct
homes that are more energy efficient and embody products and
resources that will support the current green conscious minded
home owner. Green Remodeling is just one way a current home
owner can make a difference not only to the overall efficiency
and comfort of your home but also our environment.

What are some suggested practices and proven techniques?
Green remodeled homes are proven to be more comfortable and energy efficient than most conventional homes.
Simple upgrades such as adding insulation and air sealing penetrations can save up to 20% of heating and cooling
costs and an average of 10% of your overall energy costs. Below is a list of proven methods that more and more
home owners are considering when pursuing Green Remodeling.
• Insulating attics, rim joist and crawl space walls. In cold climates, adding up to R-13 of additional insulation in unconditioned attics is recommended.
• Air sealing focusing on attics, foundations, windows and doors. Seal around attic ceiling penetrations
and outlets on exterior walls are just a couple areas to consider.
• Heat and cool efficiently. Heating and cooling systems account for approximately 50% of energy used in
a home. Simple practices such as changing air-filters regularly at least every 3-months; tune-up HVAC
equipment annually like tuning your car which will reduce unnecessary wear and tear and expensive repair costs. Adding a programmable thermostat can save approximately $ 180 a year. Approximately 20%
of air is lost through improperly sealed ducts and connections resulting in high bills and lack of comfort.
Properly insulating ducts that run in attics and crawl spaces and sealing joints will result in improved
efficiency and overall comfort.

Additional recommended practices:
• Use of ENERGY STAR products
• High performance replacement windows and doors
• Adding a storm door
• Replacing incandescent bulbs with compact fluorescent and LED bulbs
• If replacing your water heater, consider a tankless hot water heater.
• Installing a sealed front for fireplaces.
• Installation of water-efficient appliances and fixtures such as low-flow toilets, front
load washers and water conserving dishwashers.

These proven methods are just a few ideas to consider. For more information on improving energy efficiency in existing homes go to www.energystar.gov . Please feel free to contact our office at 570-646-8082
and talk to one of our Green minded professionals about any of the examples listed and how we can
perform a Green Remodeling audit for your Home today.

Challenges For The Building Industry
Every year that goes buy there seems to be more challenges for the building industry. Several years ago there was a unified
building code that was voted in by the federal government. These codes made it mandatory for every state to adopt and enforce
some critical construction techniques and materials which where deemed necessary for our region. The majority of enforcement
came with life safety issues, such as smoke detectors, heat sensors, ground and arc fault electrical breakers, fire wall separations’
between garages and structures, flame spread compliance on certain materials. In addition it also helped structural compliances
across the board. We have always welcomed the initiation of codes because it tends to “level the playing field” for all builders. On January 1, 2010 to be exact was the second generation of adopted and modified codes which is referred to as the 2009
IRC. With this code have come even tighter restrictions. Some of the larger ones which have and will
significantly affect our industry is designing and
implementing a plan for wind bracing of exterior
walls. This requires a change in the way we tie our
walls to the concrete footings and provide lateral
bracing of larger wall and roof conditions. Also
with the adoption of the 2009 codes is the requirement to provide fire sprinklers in every new home
and remodeling project (where the larger impact is
greater than 33% of its original size). This was to
start January 1, 2011, and could have added an additional cost of approximately $2.50 a square foot to
every new home. This portion of the code has been
vetoed but could re-surface at a later date.
There have also been some changes to local ordinances. One that comes to mind is the recent storm water management policy.
Each new home or remodeling project is required to hold on their property a calculated amount of storm water to help prevent
flooding at lower elevations of the water shed. These calculations are based on the impervious impact of the lot. Some of these
plans can be as simple as earthen berm collection or as complex as underground seepage tanks with a series of collection piping
from the gutters. Either way it is another expense which is being mandated on all of us.

Quick Survey:
OakRidge is interested in offering homeowners, whether new or old, an opportunity to
enroll in our Extended Service Program. For an example, free home inspections, preventative
maintenance and concierge services. See our past Fall Newsletter for additional suggestions.
Please visit our website www.OakRidgeconstruction.com and take a quick survey of some of
our services you may be interested in. Just a few minutes of your time will greatly help direct
us with the best ways to serve our community. In addition, look for future OakRidge announcements offering
free informational seminars on “Crawl Space Care and Maintenance” and “Improving Your Home’s Heating/
Cooling System to Improve Energy Efficiency”.
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